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publisher’snote 


Howdy! 


‘Thanks for Yasing up the 27th issue of Aggieland Ilustrated. 
Whether you're a longtime subscriber, a first-time reader or 
somewhere in between, we always appreciate you taking a look at 
our publication, AI continues to be produced for Aggies by Ag- 
gies who love ‘Texas A&M University and its athletic programs. 

Speaking of athletics, spring football has come and gone and 
things seem to be winding down in Aggieland. There were plen- 
ty of signs of progress by Mike Sherman’s squad this spring, and, 
of course, still some areas of concern. You saw two of the bright- 
est spots on our cover ~ Garrick Williams and Ryan Swope. Read 
more on spring football on page 19 and more on our spring 
MVPs on page 22. 

Meanwhile, several spring sports are beginning postseason 
competition, or will over the next few weeks. In fact, as long 
as baseball finishes strong, every spring sport will participate in 
NCAA postseason play. All of the programs are capable of mak- 
ing some noise in the NCAAs, but keep a close eye on golf, ten- 
nis and track. 

Men’s golf will be defending their national championship, 
while the women won their fourth Big 12 title before ending 
their season in the NCAA Regionals. 

On the tennis court, both teams appear to have what it takes to 
make a deep run in the tournament. The men are led by junior 
Austin Krajicek (read his story on page 24), while senior Elzé 
Potgieter leads the women (read her story on page 26). 

And last but not least, Pat Henry's track and field program 

continues to get better and better. Both the men and women are 
ranked No. 1 in the nation going into postseason competition. 
They will be defending their national titles in Eugene, OR in 
June. 
Finally, I have to give my two cents on the greatest recent 
“good bull” story to come out of the Texas A&M football pro- 
gram. Coach Sherman has continued to impress with his actions 
and ideas off the field. Now he’s topped them all by travelling 
across the world to Baghdad to visit the troops who are protect- 
ing our country. Read more and see some pictures of Sherman in 
Baghdad on page 29. 

‘The jury is still out on if Sherman is the man to return Aggie 
football to prominence. But there’s no debating that Sherman 
the man is an exemplary representative of Texas A&M Univer- 
sity. We're lucky to have him. 
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g her shot 


The Texas A&M softball team points to the outfield 
sky as Meagan May bats in the Aggies’ home finale 
against Baylor. The team was calling for May to hit a 
home run and the freshman slugger did not disap- 
point, blasting a 2-run shot over the left field wall - 
her school-record 21st home run of the season. 
Photos by Jason McConnell ‘01 
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BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 


In our last issue, we took an in-depth look at the 
offensive targets in the 2011 recruiting class. As predicted, the 
‘Ags picked up a pledge from Atascotita offensive lineman Na- 
than Gutekunst and Leander wideout Jonathan Henderson. 
Since that time, the Aggie coaching staff appears to have shifted 
their focus to the defensive side of the ball. 

Safety Devonta Burns of Arlington Martin made a verbal com- 
mitment to the Aggies during the weekend of the spring game, 
and could be the first of many dominoes to fall in:the ensuing 
months. Here, we take a closer look at some of A&M’s top de- 
fensive targets that could be soon to follow: 


LB (3-4) 


TARGETS: 

‘OLB Donnie Baggs (Clear Springs) Committed to Texas A&M 
OLB Aaron Wallace, Jr. (San Diego, CA) 

LB Trevon Randle (Clear Springs) Committed to LSU 

LB Kent Turene (Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

LB Shaun Ward (Fort Lauderdale, FL) Committed to Maryland 
LB Anthony Wallace (Dallas Skyjine) 

LB/S Franklin Shannon (Vailas Skyline) 

S Lyndell Johnson (Plano East) 

LB David Santos (klein Collins) 


KEEP AN EYE ON: Aaron Wallace, Jr. Yep, you guessed it. Aaron Wal: 
lace, Jr. is the son of none other than legendary Wrecking Crew linebacker 
Aaron Wallace, Sr. After picking up MVP honors at the TCU Nike camp this 
spring, Wallace’s stock has soared. The Aggies were the first to extend an 
offer, but several Pac-10 schools are beginning to follow suit. Stil, the farn- 
ily ties should be strong enough to keep "Wallace" a household name in 
Aggieland. 


PROGNOSIS: With the transition to the 3-4 defense, recruiting lineback- 
rs will probably be a priority for the next few years. Look for the Aggies 
to take at least three in this class, possibly more. The Ft. Lauderdale duo of 
Turene and Ward would be a huge coup for new defensive line coach and 
area recuiter Terrell Williams, but not as big as the Skyline duo of Wallace 
and Shannon would be for new inside linebacker coach Dat Nguyen. The 
truth is, the Aggie coaching staff would love nothing more than to add 
any combination of the players listed above to their commitment list. 


DB (3-5) 

TARGETS: 

S Howard Matthews (Clear Springs) 

S Devonta Burns (Arlington Martin) Committed to Texas A&M 
CB Josh Stewart (Denton Guyer) Committed to Texas A&M 
ATH James Bailey (Everman) 

ATH Daniel Spencer (Grandview) 

S Alex Matlock (Pflugerville) 

$ Quincy Alridge (Whitehouse) 

ATH Desmond Roland (Lake Highlands) 

CB Charles Jackson (Klein Collins) 

(CB Marcus Roberson (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) 

DB Jalen Brown (Irving Macarthur) 


KEEP AN EYE ON: Whitehouse’s Quincy 
Alridge. Had he fered a season-e% 
knee injury asa , Alridge would pro 
already hold an Aggie offer. He's schedulec 
1d sometime this summer, and 
as a surprise to see h 
id pro 
nay, speedy defend 
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nan 


camp in Aggiel 
ouldn't con 
up the competition 

of a scholarship. The 
would be a welco 
and white as a sai 
side linebacker som 


PROGNOSIS: The Aggies are already in good 
shape so far this season, picking up big-time 
pledges from speedy cornerback Josh Stewart 
and ety Devonta Burns. As many 
as three more targets could find themselves 

on A&M's commitment list, as another corner 
and two more sa‘ inebacker types appe 
to be on defensive coordinator Tim DeRuyt 
wishlist. 


DL (3-4) 
TARGETS: 
DT Quincy Russell ntonio Sarr 
DT Marquis Anderson (Cibolo Steel 
DE Cedric Reed 
DT Isaiah Norton Kimball 
DE Nathan Hughes (k 

ted 7 
OUDL LaRaven Clark (Ro< 
OUDL Shayvion Hatten efi 

nitted 

DE Ben Goodman est 
DE Beau Blackshear y 
DT Mickey Johnson 
DE Jermauria Rasco (Shreveport, LA 


KEEP AN EYE ON: Cleveland's Cedric Reed. 
The Aggies suffered a pretty big blow when 
Reed decided to cast his lot with the Longhorns 
this spring, He was considered a Texas lean for 
quite some time, but new defensive line cc 
Terrell Williams ndous strides in the 
Cleveland standout's recruitment, leavin 
Aggie faithful hopeful that he could conv 
Reed to don the maroon and white. While 
not very likely to switch, we're not ready 
icede this recruiting battle just yet. There are 
still a few factors working in A&M's corner, so 
this one should at least be worth keeping a 
eye 0 or a while. 


PROGNOSIS: The 9 
terms of stockpiling aifference makers along the 
defensive line. JUCO transfer Jonathan Mathis 
and incoming freshman Ivan Robinson should 
provide some help in that regard, but the Ag 
gies would still love nothing more than to sign 
at least three high profile prospects this t 
around. Don’t be surprised to see them dip 
into the state of Louisiana and keep an e 
for some late bloomers in the Lone Star State. EU 


still have @ ways t 


For more Texas A&M recruiting, contact 


Billy Liuccl of the Maroon & White Report 
at (979) 690-7361 or by visiting texags.com 
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(baseball) Timely hitting and untimely errors have plagued the Texas A&M baseball team in the 
second half of this season. With six more conference games to go, the Aggies find themselves 
in fifth place in the Big 12 with a 9-11-1 record, and needing a strong finish to assure a fourth 
consecutive NCAA bid. (softball) Led by the most talented freshman duo since Megan Gibson 
and Amanda Scarborough, the Aggie softball team has finished the regular season strong and 
are a virtual lock to play in the postseason for the ninth consecutive year, The only question still 
to be answered is if they will get an opportunity to host an NCAA Regional, 
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scoreboard | springsports 


(equestrian) The Texas A&M western team brought home the equestrian program's eighth national championship and seniors Caroline Gunn and Maggie 
Gratny won individual titles at the 2010 Varsity Equestrian National Championships. Coupled with the fourth-place finish by the hunter seat team, the Aggies 
earned their fourth consecutive runner-up finish in the overall championship. (track) By the end of the three-day Penn Relay Carnival, Texas A&M had tallied 
four Championship of America titles in relay events and added a pair of individual titles in college division jump events. Both teams are ranked No. 1 in the 
nation going into the Big 12 Championships. (tennis) After successful conference seasons, the A&M tennis teams earned at large bids to the NCAA Tennis Cham- 
pionships. it marked the men’s 17th consecutive bid and the women’s 1 1th. (golf) The No. 24 women’s golf team rallied from 11 shots down in the final round to 
win the 2010 Big 12 Championship. The Aggies‘ rally past second-rounder leader Oklahoma State was the largest final round comeback in the history of the Big 
12 Women’s Golf Championships. The No. 2 men’s golf team wasn’t quite as fortunate at the 2010 Big 12 Men's Golf Championships, finishing runner-up behind 
top-ranked Oklahoma State. 
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Ten questions for 
the junior Aggie 
softball player 

BY Al STAFF 


You are being asked to pitch a lot less this 
season and having more success at the 

plate. Is their less pressure on you now that 
you can put most of your focus on batting? 


There's definitely alot less pressure. On the 

m ast ye ju id a freshmat 

who didn't have ¢, But this 
alAr year of ex 


Delt ezich] is doing 
it, do my 


ch whe 


What's your favorite pitch to throw and 
your favorite to hit? 


Ive mi hangeup 

y favor s fun to 

silly ite to hit is probably a 
all that doesr ot 


How much have the freshman helped the 
team this season? 


n] has bee 
Jone re 


ld, playing i 
E g lights o the ball well toc 
Victoria (Lehrmann] has been a leader in the 


And then Meagan ot 


Do you have any pregame rituals or super- 
stitions? 


ny job to make sure 
d up, so | brus 
ther team is being 


What's the purpose of the punching bag 
between the dugout and the locker room? 
We ftball 
‘t perform as 


tend to get angry when we 


sid. For instance, 


Have you ever used it? 
Yes, I've used it bet 
21 used it in th 


When did you start playing softball? ou 
started p 
the Dad 


When | was a freshman in high jared = Aggie? 
playing league out of Sugar My favorite thing is playit 
here's just nothing like it 2 


ergy and atme 


Why did you sane Texas A&M? 
ri 


My ¢ 


hat's your favorite Aggie tradition? 


ear visited the museurr hit Yell. We ur recruits wher 
they have and | just loved it. Ever since then, | >me on their always a lot 

anted to come here to play softball and go tc n the football 
vet schoc 
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who to keep an eye on this fall 
BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 


There was an added air of excitement in spring 
practice this year, thanks in large part to the return of senior 
linebacker Von Miller and the introduction of new defensive 
coordinator Tim DeRuyter. As the defense transitioned to the 
3-4 alignment, the offense broke in three new starters along the 
offensive line, as well as a pair of freshman quarterbacks. Here, 
we take a closer look at a few Aggies who managed to stand out 


among the crowd. 


JOHNSON (S| 
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OFFENSIVE MVP: WR RYAN SWOPE 

Day in, day out, the sophomore wideout was nothing short of 
spectacular. Swope picked up right where he left off from the fall 
and elevated his game to another level this spring. His ability to 
catch the ball in the flats and constantly turn the corner and run 
over, around and through defenders left bystanders in awe on a 
regular basis. When you consider the fact that the Aggie defen- 
sive backs were the strength of the defense this spring, Swope’s 
performance was all the more impressive. And while he didn’t 
get much of a chance to show off his skills in live action on the 
kickoff return team, his 80-yard runback in the spring game left 
Aggie fans yearning for more. 


DEFENSIVE MVP: LB GARRICK WILLIAMS 

It was tough to give the nod to anyone other than Von Miller, 
but the emergence of Williams at inside linebacker was the sin- 
gle most encouraging thing to watch on the field this spring. 
Under the tutelage of former A&M All-American Dat Nguyen, 
Williams used his experience and natural talent to quickly grasp 
the intricacies of ‘Tim DeRuyter’s new 3-4 defense. Like Swope, 
Williams was able to build upon his 2009 campaign and emerged 
as one of the team’s true leaders this spring. Whether he was 
filling the gaps to stuff the run or roaming the backfield in cov- 
erage, No. 8 was a force to be reckoned with, and should be 
another target for opponents to scheme around this fall. 


WHO TO WATCH: ON OFFENSE 


QB JERROD JOHNSON 

Even in limited action, Johnson showed 
why he’s going to the preseason Big 12 
offensive player of the year next fall. His 
ability to command and execute the of- 
fense put any quarterback controversies 
to rest for good. And when he wasn‘t able 
to participate, Johnson spent the spring 
mentoring true freshmen quarterbacks 
Matt Joeckel and Jameill Showers. John- 
son's last spring in maroon and white 
might not have been full of fireworks, but 
it undoubtedly left a lasting impression 
on the A&M program. 


RB CHRISTINE MICHAEL 

Its rare to see a player truly enjoy prac- 
tice. What's even rarer is to see a five-star, 
blue-chip, all-everything running back 
embrace practice the way Michael does. 
He sprints to the end of every play, sprints 
back to the huddle, and points his finger 
toward the sky to give God the glory on 
touchdown runs. If he hadn't been a little 
dinged up, we could have easily made a 
case for Michael to be offensive MVP. 


RB CYRUS GRAY 

Competition m ‘one better. At 
running back, the competition between 
Gray and Michael is making them phe- 
nomenal, Though he’s only been on 
campus a year and a half, the junior-to- 
be continues to make tremendous strides 
on the football field. If it’s possible, Gray 
seemed more difficult than ever to bring 


AGGIELANE RATE 


down in the open field. The Ags might be 
bringing in three running backs this fall, 
buteach of them will have an uphill battle 
to unseat the amazing 1-2 punch of Gray 
and Michael. 


‘WR TERRENCE MCCOY 

We don’t know whether it was his broth- 
er’ ability to capitalize on opportunities 
as a senior or another year under Dave 
Kennedy's strength training, but what- 
ever it was, something triggered the best 
to come out in McCoy this spring. He 
ran better routes, caught the ball with 
consistency and even seemed a step faster 
this spring. His performance was good 
enough to take over Uzoma Nwachuk- 
wu' starting role by the end of the spring. 


WR JEFF FULLER 

‘The defensive backs were probably the 
most improved unit on the team this 
spring and Fuller was a big reason why. 
Not that they got the best of the junior 
phenom — although they did manage to 
win some head-to-head battles on occa- 
sion - but having to face Fuller every day 
in practice undoubtedly made the young 
defenders better. Simply put, No. 8 is on 
another level, and when you consider the 
talent stockpiling among the Aggie re- 
ceiving corps, that’ pretty high praise. 


TE HUTSON PRIOLEAU 
Prioleau was one of the few freshmen who 
had the luxury of redshirting last season. 


Asa result, not many knew what to expect 
from the 6-4, 260 Ib tight end. From the 
looks of things this spring, it’s probably 
safe to say that the Ags have found their 
starter moving forward. Prioleau’s the 
complete package: an aggressive blocker 
on the inside and a mobile, sure-handed 
pass catcher in the open field. 


OL LUKE JOECKEL 

Luke Joeckel. Remember that name. 
Chances are you probably already know 
it. The true freshman left tackle enrolled 
carly this spring along with his twin 
brother, Matt, and exceeded the great ex- 
pectations surrounding him. It's no secret 
that the Ags have been hurting along the 
offensive line for a while now, but if the 
rest of the highly touted incoming class 
can perform at the same level as Joeckel 
did this spring, the unit will be the overall 
strength of the team in short order. 


OL BRIAN THOMAS 

If there was an award for most improved 
player, Thomas would have received the 
nod. The sophomore took over at right 
tackle in place of Rhontae Scales and 
never looked back. ‘Though slightly un- 
dersized, Thomas displayed a good com- 
bination of size and strength, opening up 
holes in the running game and showing 
good pass protection. He’ going to have 
to hold off a bevy of young talent com- 
ing in this fall, but it appears that ‘Thomas 
will be more than up for the challenge. 
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WHO TO WATCH: ON DEFENSE 


LB VON MILLER 
Much like Jeff Fuller on offense, Miller 
is simply on another level. The return- 
ing All-American was a terror again this 
spring, registering multiple sacks on a 
daily basis. He also managed to improve 
his pass coverage skills and worked hard 
to get better as an overall outside line- 
backer under Tim Deruyter’s new 3-4 
scheme. More than anything, though, 
Miller challenged fellow defenders and 
continued to emerge as the unquestioned 
leader of the Aggie defense. 


LB CHARLIE THOMAS 
Its only fitting that just as a legendary 
Aggie linebacker returned to campus, 
a young linebacker wearing number 
nine began to stand out on the gridiron. 
While Thomas isn’t quite cut from the 
same mold as Dat Nguyen, the fresh- 
man looked solid at outside linebacker 
this spring. Though slightly undersized, 
‘Thomas has a flash off the edge that’s 
rivaled only by Von Miller, and his ex- 
perience at safety allows him to excel in 
pass coverage as well. Charlie's best days 
are still probably a year or two away, but 
there’s no questioning his physical abili- 
ties. 


JOHNSON 


DT LUCAS PATTERSON 
Patterson has been somewhat a journey- 
man during his time at A&M, particularly 
since Mike Sherman's arrival. Howe 
it looks as though Patterson has fi 
found a home at nose tackle. The senior 
drew high praise from new defensive line 
coach Terrell Williams this spring as he 
drew double teams and still managed to 
find himself in the offensive backfield. 


CB LIONEL SMITH 

Smith made an amazing transformation 
this spring. If you paid close attention 
last season, you could almost see it com- 
ing. The lights began to come on for the 
raw but athletic Smith, and he finally put 
all the puzzle pieces together this spring. 
An injury to ‘Terrence Frederick allowed 
Smith the opportunity to compete with 
the first team defense, and he never 
looked back. 


CB CORYELL JUDIE 
After an injury caused JUCO transfer 
cornerback Coryell Judie to redshirt last 
fall, it was clear that he was hungry to get 
back into action this spring. Right out of 
the gate, Judie made his presence felt, 
constantly jumping to the front of the 


PATTERSON 


line in one-on-one drills to take on Jeff 
Fuller. He might not have won the battle 
every time, but Judie did manage to win a 
few matchups, and in turn caused the rest 
of the corners to step up their game. Sud- 
denly, what was once a glaring weakness 


has transformed into a team strength, 
with Judie, Smith, Frederick and an ever- 
improving Dustin Harris forming a solid 
two deep unit. 


S STEVEN TERRELL 
‘Terrell was thrust into action as a true 
freshman at cornerback 
While he did a serviceable job, safety was 
always his more natural position. ‘This 
spring, ‘Terrell got a chance to show the 
Aggie faithful just exactly what he’s ca- 
pable of. He consistently broke up passes 
in spring ball, and flashed the blazing 
speed that’s been lacking at the position 
for a good while now. He has to hold off 
fellow sophomore Steven Campbell this 
fall, who was set to go into the spring as 
a starter alongside Trent Hunter until an 
injury set him back. 1 


last season. 


Ten questions for Al’s spring defensive MVP 
BY Al STAFF 


What was the biggest factor that led to your success this spring? 
| just had to make the decision to buy in to playing linebacker and ever 
since then, I've been doing well and getting better 


Did you ever imagine you would be playing linebacker when you 
came to A&M? 

Never. When | was in high school, | played quarterback and wide receiver 
Defense wasn't even on my mind. When I got to A&M, they put me at 
safety. Then, | moved to outside linebacker, and now I'm an inside line- 
backer. But the transition has been going well for me 


How did you mentally approach spring practice? 

| came out every day and told myself that | had to get better. There's no 
time to take any steps back. | have to do my part in order for us to do the 
things we're trying to do. As a defense, we're going to step up our game, 
so | have to do my part to step up as well. Practice hard, watch film and 


come back better the next time. 


How about physically? 
It’s different playing inside instead of outside linebacker. Now, | have to 
take on guards and tackles. So | have to work in the weight room to get 
stronger and be tougher. 


Whois the nastiest offensive lineman on the team? 

All of them are pretty...weak (laughs). I’m just playing. | would have to 
say Matt Allen. | like working against him the best because he never holds 
anything back. if its 2 run, he’s going for the big block and | have 
prepared for that, We go at it every practice 


How do you feel you've progressed since you first arrived at A&M? 
The coaches always tell me that I've come a million miles, but | tell myself 
that | still have a million to go. There's always room for improvement 


What's your favorite play/package on defense? 

Bomb Two Zone Dog. That's a play where | get to drop and wall number 
two. | also like Tampa Two. | get to drop straight back to the middle of 
the field like I'm a safety. There aren't any run reads or anything to think 
about 


Would you rather have a big interception or a big forced fumble? 
\'d rather have a big interception, because I’m going for six when | get it 


Who was the toughest guy to tackle this spring? 

There are two of them ~ Cyrus [Gray] and Christine [Michael]. Cyrus will 
give you one move and he’s gone and you aren't going to catch him. And 
Christine does so much amazing stuff, | don’t even have words for it. You 
have to respect every move he makes. Cyrus and Christine compliment 
each other very well and are hard back: take down. 


What has it been like playing for and learning from your new posi- 
tion coach, Dat Nguyen? 

{t's been an experience, because | have a Lombardi winner as my coach. 
He played at the highest level for the Dallas Cowboys, He knows 
doing and what he’s talking about. I'm going to do anything he 
no matter what. A 
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Ten questions for Al’s spring offensive MVP 
BY Al STAFF 


What was the biggest factor that led to your success this 
spring? 

Our offense was really clicking and coach threw some new plays in 
there that really helped me. | was able to catch the ball in the open 
field and do what | could to make things happen 


What's higher on your to-do list - a touchdown reception or 
returning a kickoff for a touchdown? 

They're both high up there, but I'd have to say that taking an open. 
ing kickoff back to the house would be pretty special 


How did you mentally approach spring practice? 
I just try to do my best. There are so many good athletes around me 
and such good depth at the receiver positions, so | have to go out 
every day and get better 


How about physically? 
Just be prepared to get after it. We had very physical spring practices, 
so you have to be your best to compete. 


Is there an area that you'd like to improve upon between now 
and the fall? 


I'd like to get stronger in my upper body and just stay healthy 


How do you feel you've progressed since you first arrived at 
A&M? 

It's been a long road since | first got here. During two-a-days, they 
really didn’t know what to do with me. | was going back and forth 
between running back and receiver — they were throwing me all over 
the place. It just took me 2 while to get settled and learn the of 
fense. Once you take it all in, you can go 110 percent without second 
guessing yourself. That was my biggest concern, but once | knew 
everything, it made life much easier on the field 


What has it been like playing for and learning from your new 
position coach, Steve Kragthorpe? 

Coach Thorpe is a great guy. | already have a great relationship with 
him — all the receivers do. He's exciting, has a lot of emotion in him 
and really knows his football. He has a lot of experience and knows 
what he’s doing. He's already gained all the receivers’ trust. I'm ex 
ited about getting to work with him in the fall 


What's your favorite play/package on offense? 
Hove catching the bubble screens. | like getting the ball in space and 
doing my thing. | like to run deep routes too, but who doesn’t? 


Who is the toughest A&M defender to shake? 
I'm going to have to say Steven Terrell. We're always battling. Trent 
Hunter is pretty tough too. 


Who is the hardest hitter? 


Von Miller, Nobody wants to go up against Von, He's so physical. He's 
going to be unbelievable playing for us next season, AE 
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BY BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


Becoming a professional in any 
sport requires unique athletic abili 
countless hours of hard work, unwa 
ing dedication and sacrifice. Fe exam- 
ple of someone doing whatever it takes 
to get there s A&M tennis star 
Austin 

Ever since he was a young boy, Kraji- 
eek has dreamed of being’ professional 
tennis player. Born in Tampa, FL, to ath- 
letic parents — his father pl 
basketball and his mother 


d college 
as a profes- 
sional water skier - Krajicek first picked 


ELAN t 


Junior All-American Austin Krajicek 
is pursuing his dream of becoming 
a professional tennis player 


upa tennis racquet when he was five years 
old. He never put it down. 

Atage 14, he moved to Bradenton, FL 
to attend the prestigious IMG/Bollettieri 
‘Tennis Academy. For two and a half years, 
he lived at the academy with ten other 


boys and was focused on nothing but 
improving his game. He would wake up 
at 7 a.m, start warming up on the courts 
at 7:30 and had his first 2-hour practice 


of the 
an hou 
it was time to practice ag 


at 8. At 10:30, it was time for 
After lunch, 
in for another 


he da 


another hour of fitnes 


wwo hours. training ended with 
ssually running. 
“You pretty much couldn’t move after 
that,” he recalls. 
ra shower, it was time to do school- 
work, get some much-needed rest or go 
to sleep. At 7 a.m. the next day, he woke 
up and started it all over again. That was 


his routine five days a week for those two 


get to do all of the normal 
high school things, but it was worth it, 


“Austin is a dream to coach. When your best 
player is also your hardest worker, it sets the tone 
for the rest of the team. He’s very professional 
and has shown a lot of courage this year.” 


he admits. “I was able to see a lot of the 
world and gain a lot of experience playing 
tennis.” 

Born and raised in the Sunshine State, 
it should come as no surprise that Kraji- 
cek was a lifelong University of Florida 
fan. Asa young boy, his room was decked 
out in orange and blue and his closet was 
full of Gator gear. He wasn't always sure 
that he would go to college, but if he did, 
it was always going to be Florida. That 
is until he met Texas A&M head coach 
Steve Denton. 

“T had no idea that he had pretty much 
decided he was going to Florida when he 
was a young boy,” Denton admits. “So 
out of ignorance, I went down there and 
told him that I thought we had something 
to offer his tennis. I knew he wanted to 
play professionally. [Assistant coach] Bob 
[McKinley] and Ihave been there and we 
felt like we could help him get there too 
by teaching him some of the nuances of 
the game.” 

‘The two made a pretty immediate con- 
nection and it obviously paid off. Before 
they met, Texas A&M was not even on 
Krajicek’s radar. In fact, his only prior 


COACH STEVE DENTON 


connection with A&M was when he 
played ata junior tournament in College 
Station. An experience, he admits, that he 
didn’t enjoy. His only debate was whether 
to turn pro or go to Florida. 

Buc that all changed when he came back 
to Aggieland on his recruiting visit. The 
combination of the family atmosphere, 
the fantastic tennis center and the coach- 
ing staff won him over. So, when it came 
down to turning pro or going to college, 
he chose college. And when it was time to 
pick a school, he went against his child- 
hood favorite and chose to be an Aggie. 

“It wasa very difficult choice,” Krajicek 
recalls. “Everyone was encouraging me to 
go to Florida, but I decided I wanted to 
start something new.” 

Now a junior at A&M, Krajicek is a 
team captain and a two-time All-Ameri- 
can. He's currently ranked No. 6 in the 
nation in singles and joins fellow junior 
and Florida native Jeff Dadamo to form 
the Sth-ranked doubles team. As a team, 
the Aggies are the 10 seed in the NCAA 
Division I Men’s Tennis Championships. 
And later this month, Krajicek will com- 
pete in the individual tournament in sin- 
gles for the second consecutive year, and 
doubles for the third consecutive year. 

“Austin is a dream to coach,” Denton 
said. “When your best player is also your 
hardest worker, it sets the tone for the 
rest of the team. He’s very professional 
and has shown a lot of courage this year.” 

Krajicek has played in tennis tourna- 
ments all over the world, including as a 
wildcard in the U.S. Open and ona Davis 
Cup team with Andy Roddick and other 
elite level players. He’s seen first-hand 
what it takes to be a professional, and it 
has reinforced what he’s been working to- 
wards all of his life. 

“Pve wanted to turn pro ever since 
I was a little kid,” he said. “If you want 
to make it, tennis becomes an all-the- 
time thing. There’s not much free time, 
bur thar’s just a sacrifice that you have to 
make. You really 
Ir’s tough, but I love it. When I get there, 
I will see how high I can get.” 1 


ave to love it to do it. 
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From Africa 
to Aggieland 


in 9,000 


When it is all said and done, 
Elzé Potgieter will be remembered as 
one of the best to have ever played for 
the Texas A&M women’ tennis program 
The senior from South Africa has been a 
staple at the top of the singles and doubles 
lineups for the past three years, earning 
numerous honors and awards along the 
way ~ both for her play on the court and 
her work in the classroom. She has played 


tennisall over the world, including an ap- 


pearance in the 2006 Junior Australian 
Open. She’s also an accomplished baboon 
assassin. Yes — baboons. 
eter was born and raised on a 
farm in Bloemfontein, South Africa. Her 
family grew corn and other crops, and 
n sold bags of popcorn. They also had 
their share of animals including dogs, 
cats, cows, sheep and chickens — some 


of which they slaughtered for their own 


food. And then there were the aforemen- 


tioned unwanted animal visitors. 

“We had these big, vicious baboons 
running around our house,” Potgieter 
recalls. “They would eat the food we put 
out for our dogs and try to come into our 
house. They were very scary. And you 
had to shoot them at least seven times be- 
fore they would die.” 

‘Truthfully, she has only killed a few ba- 
boons in her life, but how many people 
can say they've killed a baboon — or even 
seen one in person? 

Potgieter started playing tennis at age 
three when she could barely pick up an 
old wooden racquet. Growing up, her 
family vacations centered on where there 
was a tennis tournament. 

“My parents, grandparents, uncles and 
cousins all played tennis,” she said, “so we 
would all travel in a big pack to tourna- 
ments every holiday. 

For the first few years of travels, Potgi- 
eter was just a spectator while the rest of 
her family competed. But by age six, she 
was playing in the tournaments too. 

“Everyone else was playing so they de- 
cided to sign me up,” she said. “I started 
doing well, so I kept playing in them.” 

At age 12, Potgieter was off to board- 
ing school — the norm for kids in South 
Africa. She never spent much time at 
home, nor did she see her parents very 
often — but that's just the way life is over 
there. She moved on toa tennis academy 
about seven hours away from her home. 

In South Africa, rugby and cricket are 
the dominant sports, while tennis is more 
ofa social event. So for someone like Pot- 
gicter who wanted to continue advancing 
her tennis in college, it meant moving to 
another country. 

“You might play five matches in a whole 
year at a university in South Africa,” she 
said. “And you might have practice once 
a week, but it would be optional. America 
is packed with South African tennis play- 
ers right now. I see one of my friends 
from home on just about every team we 
play against.” 

When trying to decide where to go, 
Potgicter talked to a lot of universi- 
ties, looked at their web sites and even 
checked to see who had the biggest foot- 
ball stadiums. 

“I saw a picture of Kyle Field and 
thought it looked amazing,” she said. 
“We have nothing like it in South Africa. 
‘The biggest stadium is maybe three quar- 
ters of the size of Kyle Field, and that is 


the national stadium.” 

Potgieter picked a few schools that she 
wanted to keep recruiting with and offi- 
cially visited Texas A&M, University of 
North Carolina and University of San 
Diego. Ultimately, she chose A&M be- 
cause of the college town atmosphere. 

“I didn’t want to go toa big city since I 
was so far away from home,” she admits. 

It turned out to be a perfect match. 
Four years later, she is enrolled in A&M’ 
Professional Program in Accounting 
(a five-year program) and is on track to 


receive both a bachelor’ and a master’s 
degree next May. She was just named to 
the Academic All-Big 12 first team for 
the third consecutive year. Shes been 
consistently listed among the top 100 
players in the country, and her 90 career 


wins in collegiate singles ranks seventh in 
the A&M record book. She led this year’s 
team to its 11th consecutive bid to the 
NCAA Women’s Tennis Team Champi- 
onships and will close out her career by 
representing the Aggies in the NCAA 
Division | Women’ Singles Champion- 
ships later this month. 

For now, Potgieter doesn’t plan to 
pursue professional tennis after college. 
She's worked hard for her degree, and is 
looking forward to putting it to good use. 
‘That begins with an internship at Price- 
waterhouseCoopers this summer, which 
she hopes will lead to a job opportunity. 

If that doesn’t work out, Potgieter has 
shown that nothing will stand in the way 
of achieving her dreams. Certainly not a 
baboon. 
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A SPECIAL 
JOURNEY 


IN MC INNELL ‘01 


‘Typically during this time of 
the year, college football coaches focus 
on things like recruiting, keeping players 
in line and fine tuning playbooks. This 
spring, ‘Texas A&M head coach Mike 
Sherman had something different in 
mind. Something special. A trip to visit 
troops in Baghdad. 

Sherman first came up with the idea 
in January, Then just a few weeks later, 
he rece an email from Kyle Gilbert 
°05, an Aggie serving in Iraq, asking if it 
would be possible for him to come for 
Aggie Muster. Sherman personally paid 
the expenses of the trip after receiving 
permission from Texas A&M President 
Dr. Bowen Loftin. While travel difficul- 
ties kept him from making it in time for 
Muster, Sherman did depart for the Mid- 
dle East on May 2. 

“As [have gotten older, I have an even 


ved 


greater appreciation for our country and 
the freedoms we enjoy because of our 
armed services,” Sherman said. “I am so 
very honored to represent Texas A&M as 
the football coach and ina very small way 
let them (service people) know how much 
we all appreciate their daily sacrifices. As 
fathers and mothers, sisters and brothers, 
to let them know how much we appreci- 
ate their efforts to secure our freedoms, 
and the difference they make for us here 
in America, as well as for the people in 
Iraq, and in the entire world.” 

This trip is another example of why so 


many Aggies were excited about Sher- 
man’s return to Aggicland. It’s not just 
about his ability to coach the game of 
football. You've heard it before. ‘The 
man gets A&M. He understands the core 
values that Aggies hold dear: excellence, 
integrity, leadership, loyalty, respect and 
service. 


He showed it when he immediatly em- 
braced former players and coaches, mak- 
ing it a priority to welcome them all back 
to Kyle Field, allowing current players 
and fans to reconnect to the past in the 
hopes of changing the future. 

Sherman opened practices to stu- 
dents and alumni, an uncommon form 
of transparency in college athletics, He 
also strives to connect the student body 
with the football team: Spending time 
speaking to student leaders and groups, 
having student coaches on the sidelines 
in the spring game, and starting events 
like “Pigskin Palooza” enabling students 
to interact more with the team. He has 
accompanied the team to Silver Taps. 

At every opportunity, Coach Sherman 
has opted to unite the fans to the team 


and the team to the school. Now, he is 
connecting the Spirit of Aggieland to 
the troops overseas. In Baghdad, a place 
where “Howdy” might not seem like 
much of a greeting, Sherman is going 
above and beyond the call of duty. 
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at is what makes a true Aggie. 
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(top) The Texas A&M Fish Drill Team performs on Kyle Field before the Ma- 
toon & White game. (left) The Softball Sugar Daddies finish a yell. (above) 
‘Olsen Field was packed with 8,123 fan for the Saturday Texas game -the 
fifth largest crowd in stadium history. (below) Hundreds of future Aggies 
came out for the annual Aggie Youth Experience at Kyle Field. 
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ARM has a sense of pride 


and family that truly makes it unique. 


Favorite Aggie tradition: Muster. The t 


ogether tc 


n gives me 


Movies | can’t live without: | love the Borne 


trilogy, Shooter, and of course chick-tlick 


Music | can’t live without: 
music in general. | love al 


TV Shows | can’t live without: 24, Gilmore 
Girls and The Bachek 


Why | joined the Diamond Darlings: Baseball 


with the sport in some wa 


One misconception about the Diamond 
Darlings: That we are all cleat-chasers...so not 
truel 


Hardest thing about being a Diamond Dar- 
ling: be We are at 
Olsen a week in the spring 
but it’s we 


mrnitme 


My favorite baseball team is (besides the 


Aggies) the Texas Rangers. They will forever be 
my team 
ike to spend my weekends at (sen field or 


hanging out with my friends 


Strange and unusual fact about me: | |ove 


Subscribe 


which is w 
kind of se. 


don’t like any 


My friends would be surprised to know 
that I used to play the pianc 


If |had more time | would t 


ve to travel 


vel, | abs 


Favorite foods: Chocolate and Italian food are 


my weaknesses. 


Five people | would like to have dinner 
with: 
ilton, Seth Moore and Geor 


¥¢ Jonas, Greta Van Susteren, Josh Ham: 


sh, SF 


Pet peeve: Tiafiic in College Station...it drives 


me crazy 


If |won the lottery, my first purchase 
would be all the puppies in the Puppy Store. RW 


strated. con 


‘uMo? Z| Big YNOY 41943 — A107, 
1A ay 40} PUNOS jeu a4} U| UMOP 
Syoys 11 wos BurAjjes ‘ujebe doy uo 
yno awed saiBby aup pue ‘judy siya 
UeWJON 0} pausmas diysuoidwey> 
HOD S,uaWOM ZL 51g BY “GN}D 105 

MO-URSNY ajWUIT ayy Fe SaxOIS y 
Aq sexay jenlsyoue Gui6pa ‘R66 | U! 
2190 ZI Big istyy s194p LOM Wear 4}06 

5,uawom Wey Sexe, 842 13]; 

ajwer pue Biaqsoy ajjaqes| Aq pay 


Sl 


WY SVL 


Get your Aggie Bucks 
Unlimited Gold Card at 
these banking locations: 


Texas A&M University 

General Services Complex (GSC) 
Student Business Services, 2nd Floor 
979-268-3238 


University Drive 
College Station 

321 University Drive 
979-691-8366 


Southwest Pkwy 

College Station 

200 Southwest Parkway East 
979-776-3424 


Rock Prairie 

College Station 

1801 Rock Prairie Road 
979-776-3266 


Harvey Mitchell Pkwy 
Bryan 

501 N. Harvey Mitchell Pkwy 
979-821-3120 


Briarcrest 
Bryan 

3000 Briarcrest 
979-776-3277 
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Exclusively for Aggies—the NEW 
Aggie Bucks Unlimited Gold Card 
- Custom-designed debit card just for Texas A&M students 


+ Make purchases at millions of merchants that accept 
Visa® debit cards worldwide 


- Free access to your cash at 15 Wells Fargo® ATMs in 
Bryan—College Station and more than 6,900 Wells Fargo 
ATMs in 23 states 


Get your card when you open a FREE 

Wells Fargo College Checking’ account’ 
- No monthly service fee 

- Direct Deposit of financial aid refunds and/or paychecks 


- Wells Fargo Mobile®’ Banking—banking on the go via 
text messages or mobile web browser’? 


- Wells Fargo Online* Banking—convenient account 
access 24/7 


For more information about the 
Aggie Bucks Unlimited Gold Card: 


call (866) 360-3007 
email TEXASAM@wellsfargo.com 


"Chglblity subject approval Students must powde proof of enrollment at an acredtedcollege/unwversty or ade 
schoo When the accounts opened. $50 minim opening deposit required to open 2 new account Opening depost 
may be waived if student opens the account ata Sryan-College Staion banking location and eos none statements 
Your mobile care’ text messaging and web access charges may apply 
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 


in College Station! 


St. Joseph Emergency Center St. Joseph Diagnostic Center 


St. Joseph Emergency Center St. Joseph Diagnostic Center 
Fully equipped. Fully staffed. 24/7/365 CT Scanner * MRI ® X-ray * Ultrasound 
Heliport * Closest to Pebble Creek * Digital mammography * Laboratory 


Spa-like environment 


4411 Hwy 6 South 
College Station 


Joseph 


Di erence 


Located near the corner of 
William D. Fitch and Hwy 6, 
behind St. Joseph Express 


